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Urban Development and Management Policy of Berlin-Brandenburg Region for the Shrinking Era
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Berlin-Brandenburg region has been facing challenges such as population decrease in outer suburbs, low birthrate and

aging population, and excess supply of housing. This article overviews the circumstances where they necessitate taking the

urban shrinking policy and reports two aspects of its realization in the region. The first is the partial demolition (Riickbau)
and/or the remodeling (Stadtumbau) of collective housing blocks in Marzahn-Nord district, the city of Berlin. The second is
found in the new regional master plan called “LEP B-B” which came into effect in 2009. The article outlines from LEP B-B
the restructuring of central place system which omits the lower-level central places to suit the recent and future conditions,
and the regional planning policy to concentrate housing developments along radial railway lines and into central places.
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