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Abstract:  
 
In 1950’s, Algiers was a great place to train for a young Japanese boy. Gyoji Banshoya was 

a Japanese planner whose life’s work was urban planning in the Middle East and North Africa. 
The purpose of this chapter is to examine his work for the slum upgrading projects in Algiers 
under Mayor Jacques Chevallier, which still remains unknown. After studying in the laboratory 
of Kiyoshi Seike, Banshoya studied under the supervision of G. Hanning and G. Candillis at 
ATBAT. His experiences at ATBAT in Paris led him to Algiers where housing policy permitting 
Muslims and Christians to cohabit had been introduced. Banshoya engaged in the study of an 
evolutional housing system. Jean-Jacques Deluz testified that he was a genius of dessin. As 
micro scale and macro scale were clearly unified in French-Algerian urban design, Banshoya 
started to work not only on housing design but also on urban design including the slum 
upgrading projects in Algiers. In fact, he participated in the Les Annassers, Mahieddine, Champ 
de Manoeuvres, Chateauneuf Frais-Vallon and “Temporary housing replacing tin-roofed shelters 
projects”. Though none of these projects were solely credited to Banshoya, the fact that Mayor 
Chevallier listed Japanese at the top of his list of member nationalities at the Agency suggests 
that Banshoya performed some important tasks. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
In 1950’s, Algiers was a great place to train for a young Japanese boy. Gyoji Banshoya was 

a Japanese urban planner whose life’s work was urban planning in the Middle East and North 
Africa. After studying in the laboratory of Kiyoshi Seike at the Tokyo Institute of Technology, 
Banshoya went to Paris and trained under the supervision of Gerald Hanning and George 
Candillis at ATBAT (Atelier des Bâtisseurs). Then he went to Algiers and participated in some 
HLM (habitation à loyer modéré) housing projects managed by "l'Agence du Plan à Alger" for 
the cohabitation of Muslims and Christians. Based on this valuable experience in Algiers, he 
would start to work in Middle Eastern cities as a UNDP (United Nations Development 
Program) expert to finally become one of the most important urban planners in the area who 
created master plans for Beirut, Damascus and Aleppo in cooperation with Michel Ecochard. 

In this chapter, I will clarify some of the details of Gyoji Banshoya's work in Algiers which 
have not yet been completely verified. According to previous research [1], Banshoya, in his 
younger days, tried to develop his own theory in order to combine tradition and modernity and 
suggested the “Habitat Evolutif” (Evolutional Housing) to realize a design for low cost housing 
reconstituting historic style. Algiers was the first place where he applied this theory. In addition, 
looking back on his whole career, we can suppose that Algiers was the place where he first 
became interested in the Middle East and North Africa. A four year stay in Algiers may have 
provided this unique Japanese architect with essential knowledge of form, color and the 
functions of Islamic architecture and urban fabric. 

The main question of this chapter is: exactly what did he do in Algiers? Or, how he did 
experience the spatial characteristics of Algiers? 

Primary research resources were official documents such as “Bulletin Municipal Official de 
la Ville d’Alger” which includes minutes of municipal parliament sessions, and “Alger Revue”, 
the city magazine. To define the contents of his work, I referred to the CV created by Banshoya 
himself. Other important primary sources such as planning documents, dessins, notes and letters 
about Banshoya were also used. I also make reference to interviews with his colleagues and 
family who are still alive today [2]. 

 
 

2. ATBAT AND ARCHITECTS-ACTIVISTS IN ALGIERS 
 

2.1. Training at ATBAT 
 
After World War II, there was urgent demand for designs for low cost housing in Japan. 

The motivation that Banshoya fostered during his time at Seike’s laboratory was to unify 
tradition and modernity. He published his first piece, in 1953, “The Square House” [3] and an 
article, “Italian Housing after the World War II” [4] in Shin Ken-Chiku. He didn't intend to 
simply restore traditional style, but he tried to reconstitute it in order to manage both of 
conservation and modernization [5]. As a result, he suggested “Evolutional Housing” in which 
architects can reflect the respective local cultures. Banshoya's theory was fortunately accepted 
in French architectural currency at that time. In particular, George Candillis, who himself had 
much experience of evolutional housing in Morocco, evaluated Banshoya's work "The Square 
House" with his own sketch and encouraged him in l'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui (Figure 1) [6]. 
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Table 1. Bouchakor and Chevallier’s Discussion 

 
Original Text: Procès-Verbal de la séance de 11 Mai publié dans «Bulletin 
Municipal Officiel de la Ville d’Alger» 
M. Bouchakor, Adjoint. 
-Evidemment, nous sommes favorables à l'exécution de ce projet, mais je tiens 
tout de même à repondre à la question d'ordre pratique que j'avais posée en 
Commission des Travaux et Finances: à quelle catégorie seront destinés ces 
appartements? 
 
M. Jacques Chevallier, Député-Maire. 
-C'est avec plaisir que je répèterais ce que je vous ai répondu en séance privée: je 
considère que tous les hommes, quelle que soit leur origine, doivent être logés et 
bien logés. Il n'est pas question de créer un habitat spécial pour les habitants 
d'origine européenne ou pour les musulmans, mais un habitat mixte dans lequel les 
européennes et les musulmans ayant atteint le degré d'évolution que vous 
connaissez, pourront cohabiter. Une répartition équitable sera faite entre les uns et 
les autres. 
English Translation 
Mr. Bouchakor, Deputy Mayor 
-Of course, we are in favor of the execution of this project, but I would still like to 
answer the question of practical order that I asked at the Commission of Public 
Enterprise and Finance: To which category of habitant will these apartments be 
distributed? 
 
Mr. Jacques Chevallier, Mayor 
-It is my pleasure to repeat what the response I gave you in our private session: I 
consider that all people, whatever their origin, have to be lodged and well lodged. 
It is not question of creating a special habitat for those of European origin or for 
Muslims, but of creating a mixed habitat in which both Europeans and Muslims 
who have attained a degree of evolution as we know, will be able to cohabit. There 
will be equitable distribution for all. 

 
Under Mayor Chevallier, many H.L.M. housing projects were planned and implemented. 

However, the political situation was so serious that M. Bouchakor from MTLD (Mouvement 
pour le Triomphe des Libertés Démocratiques) was arrested by French authorities just after the 
FLN rebellion. As the independence movement gathered momentum, Chevallier’s idea of 
symbiosis became a target of criticism from both the Muslim and Christian sides. After years of 
struggle, Mayor Chevallier was forced to resign in May 1958 and then the Quatrième 
République collapsed in October 1958. Banshoya resigned from the Agency at the same time as 
Chevallier’s resignation. In 1962, Algeria finally got independence. 
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4. BANSHOYA’S WORK IN ALGIERS 
 

4.1. Two Testimonies about Banshoya's Work 
 
Although there are some published documents that mention Banshoya, only two direct 

testimonies with information about exactly what he was doing at the Agency are available. The 
first of these is an article in the Alger-Revue, the city of Algiers magazine. 

The second is a recent interview [10] from Jean-Jacques Deluz who was a colleague at the 
Agency and who would later become an architectural historian. 

In May 1955, Banshoya was introduced as a member of the Agency in the Alger-Revue [11]. 
He was described as an "Architect-Engineer from the Tokyo Institute of Technology studying a 
plan for Evolutional Housing"(Figure 3). On the other hand, J-J.Deluz said in 2002 that 
Banshoya was engaged in the planning of roads and intersections because he was "genius of 
dessin as well as Japanese calligraphy" [12]. Here he gave two different opinions of Banshoya: 
the first was that Banshoya’s work in traffic planning should be considered as simple fact while 
the second was that his statement about Banshoya’s genius is qualitative based on Deluz’s 
observations. 

In order to give an overview of the work of Banshoya in Algiers, here it is necessary to 
compare these opinions with the CV created by Banshoya himself. 

 
4.2. Teamwork Achievements 

 
The projects that Banshoya participated in were noted in his C.V. [13] (Table 2). 
Alger-Revue continuously reported the progress made with these projects. Here I will briefly 

explain Banshoya's work based on his CV and some articles from the Alger-Revue. Project No.2, 
the collective housing of the quarter called Annassers, was the most frequently reported. The 
first article about Annassers appeared in 1956 as a report on the project [14], then the second 
article in 1959 reported that Banshoya was working on maquette of the project site (Figure 4) 
[15]. In 1961, some photos were published showing a partial realization of Annassers [16]. 

Project No.3 was a project to for improvements on a huge, modern apartment designed by 
Bernard Zehrfus in 1952 in order to reorganize it from Corbusier-type space to a more 
sophisticated space. This improvement work was briefly reported in Alger Revue. Project No.4 
was a project to provide H.L.M. to about 8,000 habitants squatting in the city center - 
completion was reported in 1959 [17]. However, it should be noted that no work credited solely 
to Banshoya appeared in these articles. 

What exactly was he doing for these projects? As far as he was engaged in evolutional 
housing or H.L.M, he may still have been working as an architect of houses as Candillis 
expected. 
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demonstrated his appreciation of the members of the Agency saying he owed all this success to 
them (Table. 3). In fact, he listed Japanese at the top of his list of member nationalities at the 
Agency [20]. There is no doubt that this "Japonais" refers to Banshoya who contributed to the 
Agency to make Chevallier’s teamwork so successful. Because work for the Planning Agency 
was usually carried out in team projects, other Banshoya’s works were not credited to him 
individually. However, it should be enough clear that Banshoya played an important role at the 
Planning Agency as a planner of evolutional housing, and as a genius of design for road 
planning as well. 

Table 3. Acknowledgement from Chevallier 

 
Original Text (Chevallier, Jacques (1958), <L'allocution de M. J. Chevallier>, 
Alger-Revue, février 1958, pp.12-13) 
 
M.Pierre Dalloz est venu nous aider dans cette tâche en groupant autour de lui un certain 
nombre de jeunes hommes et de jeunes femmes, français et étrangères (des Japonais, des 
Américains, des Polonais, des Péruviens) qui tous ensemble, travaillant en équipe, 
permettent de faire une synthèse de nos problèmes et de répondre à tout.
English Translation 
 
Mr.Pierre Dalloz came to help us with this task with a group of young men and young 
women of both French and other nationalities (Japanese, American, Polish, Peruvian) 
who made it possible to analyze our issues and to respond to everything by working as a 
team. 

 
 
 

5. ANALYSIS ON “TEMPORARY HOUSING REPLACING TIN-ROOFED SHELTERS” 
 

5.1. Resources 
 
The project in which Banshoya participated was not an official HLM but a project for 

temporary housing called Cité de Recasement which was a sort of slum upgrading project 
implemented widely in Algiers. For example, the HLM “Climat de France” by Fernand Pouillon 
in the “Legembre” quarter was constructed just beside the HLM, where farmers who had moved 
to the city from rural areas were received and educated in the manner of city life before the 
official HLM was constructed. In this section, the most detailed working report by Banshoya 
himself is analyzed. In his article “Apartments in Algeria” written in Japanese, he reported his 
work “Temporary housing replacing tin-roofed shelters” with the following planning 
documents: 

 

 Plans: Block Plan, Unit Plan, Floor Plan (first step), Floor Plan (second step), Floor 
Plan (variation), Piping Plan, Roof Plan 

 Photos: Reference photos of the slums 
 Texts: Text of the article, Notes for the plans 
 
 
 

Proceedings of International Symposium on City Planning 2014



5.2. G
 
T

(Figu
comp

O
x 171
per h
is lim
about
appea
bench

 

 

General View

The block pla
ure 5). A uni
posed of two 
On the whole
1m). Each ro
ouse and 960

mited to be ju
t half of the p
ars to be ope
hes and foun

w of the Pla

an was comp
it usually has
rooms (Figu

e, this projec
oom has 3 be
0 in total. Th
ust a place t
project site i

en. The green
ntains. 

F

an 

posed of 10 u
s 16 houses 
ure7). 
t provides 16

eds and a hou
he population
to sleep. Me
s occupied b
n areas are eq

Figure 5. Block

units of colle
(Figure 6), a

60 houses in
use has 6 be
n density per
eanwhile, a u
by streets and
quipped with

k Plan with 10

ctive housing
and the floor

n total on a re
ds in total. S
r house is qui
unit is 625 m
d green areas
h garden faci

0 units (1.2Ha

g with a cour
r plan (first s

ectangular si
So, the plann
ite high, but 

m2 including
s. As a result
ilities such a

a). 

urtyard in eac
step) of a ho

ite of 1.2 Ha
ned populatio

the room fun
g its courtyar
t, this housin
as showers, W

 

ch unit 
ouse is 

a (71m 
on is 6 
nction 
rd and 
g area 

W.C.s, 

ISCP2014｜Hanoi, Vietnam



 

Fi

Figur

igure 7. Floor

re 6. Unit Plan

r Plan (first ste

n with 16 hous

ep) a house w

ses and a cour

ith a vacant pa

rtyard. 

atio or entranc

 

ce. 

 

Proceedings of International Symposium on City Planning 2014



O
entran
patio 
court
step) 
the ho

 
5.3. C

 
A

only 
custo
shelte

A
Acco
respe

 
(
(2
(3

 
L

only 
from 
But th
it is u

Figure 8. Flo

One room is
nce of the ro
of the house

tyard are sha
indicates tha

ouse become

Characterist

As Candilis s
a minimum 

omization are
ers”, what is 

At first, the 
ording to the
ected. 

1) The inter
2) The court
3) Men mai

outside in
the house

Let’s examin
two per room
the exterior.
he former is 
used as a kitc

or Plan (secon

s for men an
oom for men
e. The living
ared by all th
at each hous
es more priva

tics as Evolu

said, evolutio
framework w
e left to the 
provided as 
framework 

e text, then, 

ior cannot be
tyard is nece
inly live out
n areas wher
e except in th

e how the th
m, and the e
. For (2), a co
far from the

chen and W.C

nd step) of a h

nd the other
is used as a 
environmen

he residents o
se will have 
ate (Figure 8

utional Hous

onal housing
which is adap
residents. In
a framework
is structure

it is suggest

e seen from t
essary 
tside of the 
re there are o
he presence o

hree rules are
entrance is in
ourtyard at th

e typical imag
C. as well, an

house with a p

r is for wom
a closet, and 
nt is enhance
of the unit in
its own W.C

8). 

sing 

g is basically
pted to the li

n the case of 
k, and what i
ed with the
ted that thre

the exterior

house, and 
only women.
of their husba

e reflected in
ntentionally 
he unit level
ge of a court

and the latter

patio equipped

men and eac
the entrance 
d in two step
n the first st

C., shower an

y a method in
ifestyle of th
f “Temporary
is left to the 
 three layer

ee rules base

women ma
 Women nev
ands. 

n the plans. F
created so th
l and a patio 
tyard with a 
is so small t

d with a Kitche

ch has its ow
for women 

ps: the W.C. 
ep, and the f
nd kitchen on

n which the 
e region, and
y housing rep
residents? 
rs of [Unit]
ed on Arab 

ainly live ins
ver show the

For (1), wind
hat the interi
at the house 
fountain and
that it seems 

en and a W.C

wn entrance
is also used 
and kitchen 
floor plan (s
n the patio s

architect pro
d its evolutio

eplacing tin-r

-[House]-[R
custom shou

side the hou
eir faces outs

dows are limi
ior cannot be
level are pla

d greenery be
almost mak

 

. 

e. The 
as the 
in the 
econd 

so that 

ovides 
on and 
roofed 

Room]. 
uld be 

use or 
side of 

ited to 
e seen 
anned. 
ecause 
eshift. 

ISCP2014｜Hanoi, Vietnam



And for (3), the streets and green areas outside of the unit are designated as a space for men, 
while the courtyards of the units are defined as a space for women. Rooms for men are planned 
towards the outer side of the unit while rooms for women are planned towards inner side of the 
unit to them locate in the heart of unit. In other words, the entrance (and actually the patio as 
well) is carefully planned to directly connect to the courtyard of the unit. All these rules are 
related to the separation of public and private, and the rules are reflected in all the levels. But 
the most respected element is the separation of men and women, and the framework is 
structured by the unit which realizes physically the separation of men and women. 

Another question was which manners of urban life are expected to be learnt and developed. 
The first thing was how to use the W.C.s installed inside and outside of the unit. For the 
residents of bidonvilles, this was an urgent issue. The next custom to be acquired was to share a 
kitchen. These manners are considered to be the actualization of the separation of men rooted to 
Islam, and could give women a good sense of security. 

However, Arabs, who think a great deal of privacy, were not satisfied with them. So in the 
floor plan (second step), the sharing of daily facilities in the courtyard is abolished, and the 
facilities are built in each house. Thanks to this enhancement of privacy, the houses are 
completed with a small but private patio. On the other hand, the courtyard is no longer a place 
for daily activities but is now an open space with greenery. In other words, in the second step, 
the rooms for women are further divided into a room and a patio meaning that there is more 
private space located in the depth of the house, while the courtyard becomes more public and 
plays the role of a meeting place. What was left to the residents in “Temporary housing 
replacing tin-roofed shelters”? They were to make a living environment with enough respect for 
privacy using the courtyard and patio. This is certainly a characteristic of evolutional housing. 

 
5.4. Relationship with the Concept of “the Islamic City” 

 
From the modern viewpoint, the three rules may seem to be a little old fashioned. For 

example, Abu-Lughod criticized the typical concept of “the Islamic city”[21]: 
 

They have been influenced, whether wittingly or not, by a body of literature 
produced by Western Orientalists purporting to describe the essence of the Islamic city. 
…Can we nurture neighborhoods that are supportive but not defensive? Can we foster 
privacy not for women alone but for households? Can we guard the rights of neighbors 
while still applying laws consistently? That is the task Arab city planners must set for 
themselves. 
 
Her discussion is important not only for historians but also for architects/planners. 

“Temporary housing replacing tin-roofed shelters” was a project from before 30 years from 
Abu-Lughod’s discussion, but it is still quite important because evolutional housing is just a 
method to adapt to the local culture and to reconstitute historical space. 

At first, the block plan does not seem to be much of a labyrinth which was the typical image 
of “the Islamic city”. At most, the units are not arranged in an accurate grid, but they are a little 
slanted towards each other in order to avoid making the space inorganic. In addition, there is no 
access to blind alleys. Blind alleys are also typical of “the Islamic city”. The units have their 
entrances on all sides and access is possible from any side through the room for men. It is very 
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7. CONCLUSION 
 
According to some articles in Alger Revue, Banshoya was still young and devoted to the 

study of an evolutional housing system. On the other hand, Jean-Jacques Deluz, one of the 
members of l'Agence du Plan, said that Banshoya was also involved in a kind of traffic design. 
How should be interpreted these two different preoccupations? Banshoya started to work on not 
only housing design but also on urban planning in Algiers probably because micro scale and 
macro scale were clearly unified in French-Algerian architecture and urban design. In fact, he 
participated in projects for district plans for the city center of Algiers, the new city of Les 
Annassers, the quarter of Champs de Manœuvres, Mahiedine, Chateauneuf, Frais-Vallon, and 
the master plan of the region of Algiers. However, work at the Agence du Plan was mostly 
teamwork and no work was credited to Banshoya alone. 

Based on the findings of this chapter, a number of assumptions can be made. Firstly, the fact 
that Chevallier listed "Japanese" first in his acknowledgment suggests that Banshoya was very 
familiar to the mayor, and that Banshoya was involved in many important tasks for Chevallier’s 
housing projects - his activity was to stand out among the team members. Secondly, Algiers was 
an ideal place to examine his theory for evolutional housing because the creation of low-cost 
housing reconstituting tradition based on modernism was an urgent issue here, too. In fact, the 
concept of evolutional housing was clearly reflected in his slum project “Temporary housing 
replacing tin-roofed shelters” as far as it had a step by step development process. Thirdly, for 
Banshoya, Algiers was not only a place of work but also a place from which he learned many 
things. He himself lived in Pouillon’s new apartments, he visited the old city of Algiers, and 
commuted to the city center. These diverse experiences in Algiers enlightened him and would 
provide a basis of knowledge about architecture and urban planning in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 
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